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A turning point?
An updated scorecard on donor funding to Pre-primary Education
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Between 2021 to 2022, aid spent on pre-primary education increased by a far greater proportion than aid to education overall. The amount of aid to pre-primary education increased from $201.9 million in 2021 to $282.3 million in 2022,[endnoteRef:2] a 39.8% increase – compared with a 15.4% increase in education aid overall.  [2:  All figures in this report are in US$ 2021 constant prices.] 

The amount spent pre-primary education in 2022 was the highest since records began in 2002. In 2002, $44.2 million was spent on pre-primary education compared to $282.3 million in 2022. The amount spent exceeds spending prior to the reduction during the Covid-19 period.
The increase in aid between 2021 and 2022 is due to a large increase by the World Bank. The World Bank (International Development Association) spending on pre-primary education reached $180.6 million in 2022. This is equivalent to almost two-thirds of aid to pre-primary education in total. Due to this increase, the World Bank now spends 6.7% of its education aid on pre-primary education. 
Bilateral donors decreased their aid spending on pre-primary education between 2021 and 2022. Over this period, their bilateral aid almost halved, falling from $100.5 million to $53.3 million. This reduction was largely due to Italy, which had spent a large amount on pre-primary education in Jordan in 2021. 
Almost a quarter of all aid spent on pre-primary education in 2022 came from G20 countries. G20 countries[endnoteRef:3] spent a total of $68.9 million on pre-primary education. This group spent 24.4% of the total reported aid spent on pre-primary aid in 2022. This was a fall from 2021 when the share was the equivalent of 40%.  [3:  The G20 countries are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Republic of Korea, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Türkiye, the UK, the USA, and the EU] 

Aid to pre-primary education is still far from the 10% target. Since 2017 Theirworld has advocated for aid donors and national governments to commit 10% of their education spending to early childhood education. In 2022, the share of education aid spent on pre-primary education rose to the largest proportion recorded, reaching 1.4%. However, this is still far from the 10% target. For bilateral donors, this share was a mere 0.4%.
Among the main donors to education, only UNICEF and the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) have met the 10% target. UNICEF continues to provide strong prioritisation to pre-primary education, spending 18.7% of its education aid on pre-primary education in 2022. However, UNICEF has reduced its spending on pre-primary education, resulting in a fall in its share from 2021 and 2022 when it reached 30%. The Global Partnership to Education spent 11% of its education aid on pre-primary education in 2022. This is an increase from 2020, when GPE’s spending on pre-primary education was the equivalent of 6.5% of its total spending on education.
Aid spending on higher education far outweighs spending on pre-primary education. In 2022, direct aid spent on higher education overall was 21 times higher than pre-primary education.  Aid spent on students from aid recipient countries studying in higher education institutes in donor countries was 16 times higher than the amount donors spent on pre-primary education. 
Aid to pre-primary education continues to be concentrated among a small number of donors, leaving it vulnerable to any shifts in donor priorities. In 2022, the top five donors were responsible for around 84.8% of total pre-primary aid. The remaining amount was spent by 29 donors, with half of these spending less than $1 million each on pre-primary education. 
Low-income countries only receive a small share of aid to pre-primary education. In 2022, 10.9% of aid to pre-primary education was spent in low-income countries, below their share of the pre-primary school age population of 18.2%. This is compared with 68.5% to lower-middle-income countries. There has however been a shift in spending to sub-Saharan Africa, which received 63.5% of pre-primary education aid in 2022. Three recipient countries (Tanzania, Côte d'Ivoire, and Türkiye) received over half of spending on pre-primary education. 
UNICEF’s aid to pre-primary education is better targeted at countries most in need compared with the World Bank. UNICEF spends around one-third of its pre-primary aid on low-income countries, compared to 9.5% for the World Bank (IDA). Conversely, UNICEF spends 13.7% of its pre-primary aid in upper-middle income countries, compared to the World Bank (IDA)) which spends just 0.5% on this group of countries.
[bookmark: _Toc130484918]Some of the poorest countries receive little or no aid to pre-primary education. Central African Republic, Liberia and Yemen were low-income countries receiving no pre-primary education aid in 2022. Afghanistan, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Sudan, and Syria received less than 20 cents per pre-primary school-aged child.

Trends in aid to pre-primary education post Covid-19
In this paper, we review the latest data available on pre-primary education spending, with particular attention paid to trends in 2021 and 2022. 
Key Findings and Global Trends
The amount spent on pre-primary education in 2022 was the highest since records began in 2002, rising from $44.2 million to $282.3 million over the 20-year period.
Between 2021 to 2022, aid spent on pre-primary education increased by a far greater proportion than aid to education overall. The amount of aid to pre-primary education rose from $201.9 million in 2021 to $282.3 million in 2022, a 39.8% increase – compared with a 15.4% increase in education aid overall (Figure 1). The increase in spending on pre-primary education represents a recovery from the drop in aid to the sub-sector in 2021 at the height of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Figure 1: Pre-primary education aid spending recovered to pre Covid-19 levels
Aid to pre-primary education, 2002 to 2022

Source: Authors’ calculation based on OECD Creditor Reporter System. Accessed February 2024.
The increase in aid to pre-primary education between 2021 and 2022 was largely due to the World Bank (International Development Association - IDA) – the third largest donor to education overall – whose spending on pre-primary education more than doubled from $74.8 million in 2021 to $180.6 million to 2022. Excluding the World Bank, aid to pre-primary education in fact fell between 2021 and 2022, from $127.1 million to $101.7 million (see Box 1 below). 
The World Bank’s (IDA) contribution accounted for nearly two-thirds of the total aid to pre-primary education. It is significant because the IDA is overseen by 174 shareholder countries and focuses on assisting the world’s poorest countries. The World Bank now spends 6.7% of its education aid on pre-primary education. 
Aid to pre-primary education increased at a faster rate compared to other sub-sectors of education. Overall aid to the education sector rose from $17.8 to $20.6 billion between 2021 and 2022, representing a 15.4% increase compared with 39.8% for pre-primary education. By comparison aid to primary education rose by 14.4%, secondary education by 19.7% and higher education by 13.2% (Figure 2).
Figure 2: Pre-primary education aid spending has remained a consistently low proportion of education aid spending
Aid to education by sub-sector, 2002 to 2022

Source: Authors’ calculation based on OECD Creditor Reporter System. Accessed February 2024.
The share of education aid to pre-primary education increased between 2021 and 2022. As a result of the greater increase in pre-primary education aid, its share of education aid increased from 1.1% in 2021 to 1.4% in 2022 which is the highest since records began (Figure 3). However, this still falls far short of the target agreed by 147 United Nations member states and partners in the Tashkent Declaration that 10% of education budgets should be committed to pre-primary education.
Figure 3: Higher education aid for students in donor countries is far higher than pre-primary aid, 2021 and 2022
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1] 
Source: Authors’ calculation based on OECD Creditor Reporter System. Accessed February 2024.
Only two main donors to education have reached the 10% target, which Theirworld has advocated for since 2017. In 2022, UNICEF and GPE were the only donors meeting the 10% target for pre-primary education spending. UNICEF’s spending far exceeds the 10% target, reaching 18.7%. However, this is a fall compared to 30.0% in 2021 (Figure 4). UNICEF’s aid to pre-primary education fell in volume terms from $20.8 million to $13.1 million. The amount spent by UNICEF in 2022 was the lowest since 2017 (see Box 1 below). GPE spent 11% of its education aid on pre-primary education in 2022, amounting to $43.5m in total. This is an increase from 2020, when GPE’s spending on pre-primary education was the equivalent of 6.5% of its total spending on education. 
Donors give far greater prioritisation to higher education than pre-primary education. In 2022, direct aid spent on higher education overall was 21 times more than spending on pre-primary education. The amount of aid spent on students from aid recipient countries studying in higher education institutes in donor countries was $4.6 billion in 2022, equivalent to 16 times higher than pre-primary education spending. Germany ($2 billion) and France ($1.1 billion) were responsible for around 66% of this spending. Germany spent 491 times more aid on higher education spent on students from aid recipient countries in Germany compared to its spending on pre-primary education aid in total, and France spent 375 times more. 
Aid to pre-primary education continues to be concentrated among a small number of donors, leaving it vulnerable to any shifts in donor priorities. In 2022, the top five donors were responsible for around 84.8% of total pre-primary aid. The remaining amount was spent by 29 donors, with half of these spending less than $1 million each on pre-primary education. 
Multilateral donors share of aid made up the largest share of pre-primary aid in 2022. In 2022, 81.1% of total aid to pre-primary education was spent by multilateral donors – the highest since records began. This was due to the World Bank (IDA) significantly increasing its aid spending on pre-primary education between 2021 and 2022, as well as a large reduction by bilateral donors over the same period: bilateral donors decreased their aid spending on pre-primary education from $100.5 million to $53.3 million. This reduction was largely due to Italy, which had spent a large amount on pre-primary education in Jordan in 2021. 
As a share of total spending on education, bilateral donors spent just 0.4% on pre-primary education, a long distance from the 10% target. While part of the reason for this could be that some bilateral donors channel their funding for pre-primary education through multilateral channels such as the World Bank, the share for multilateral donors was still far short, at 2.9%. 	
Figure 4: UNICEF were the only donors who met the 10% target in 2022
Share of total education aid to pre-primary education, 2021 and 2022

30.0

[bookmark: _Toc130484919]Source: Authors’ calculation based on OECD Creditor Reporter System. Accessed February 2024.
Largest donors to pre-primary education
Of the top 35 donors to education in 2021:
Ten donors did not report any spending on pre-primary education. These were: the Asian Development Bank (AsDB), Denmark, Hungary, International Monetary Fund (IMF), Islamic Development Bank (IsDB), Israel, Netherlands, OPEC Fund, Romania, and United Nations Reliefs and Works Agency (UNRWA). Apart from Hungary, none of these donors spent any aid on pre-primary education in 2021 either.
Volumes of aid spent
· Of the remaining 25 donors, 13 increased their volume to pre-primary education within their education portfolio. These included World Bank (IDA), EU Institutions, France, Qatar, and United Kingdom (Table 3).
· Twelve donors decreased the volume of education aid spent on pre-primary education between 2021 and 2022. These were Italy, UNICEF, United States, Türkiye and Canada (Table 3).   
 
Share of education aid to pre-primary education
· Of 25 donors who spent aid to pre-primary education in 2022, 13 increased the share of pre-primary education within their education portfolio compared to 2021. These included World Bank (IDA), Sweden, Qatar, Finland, and EU Institutions (Table 3).
· Twelve donors decreased the share of education aid spent on pre-primary education between 2021 and 2022. These were Italy, UNICEF, United States, Türkiye, and Canada (Table 3).   

Aid spending to pre-primary education continues to be concentrated among a small number of donors. The top five largest donors to pre-primary education (World Bank (IDA), EU Institutions, UNICEF, Canada, and United States) were responsible for 84.8% of the total aid spending on pre-primary education in 2022. The World Bank (IDA) alone was responsible for 64% of total aid spending on pre-primary education (Figure 5). 
In 2022, only four donors spent more than $5 million to pre-primary education. These were World Bank (IDA), EU Institutions, UNICEF and Canada. Education Cannot Wait reported its 2022 contributions to pre-primary education at 4.9% of the $164.8 million portfolio, roughly $8.1 million.[1] This is a fall from 11.1% in 2021. Fifteen donors each spent less than $1 million to pre-primary education in 2022, reflecting a continued fragmented donor landscape (Figure 6)
A quarter of all aid spent on pre-primary education in 2021 came from the G20 countries. G20 countries[endnoteRef:4] spent a total of $68.9 million on pre-primary education. This group spent 24.4% of the total reported aid spent on pre-primary aid in 2022. This represented a fall from 2021 when the share was the equivalent of 40%. The five G20 participants who spent the most aid on pre-primary education in 2022 were the EU Institutions ($34.5 million), Canada ($6.5 million), United States ($4.8 million), Japan ($4.2 million) and Germany ($4.1 million). [4:  The G20 countries are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Republic of Korea, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Türkiye, the UK, the USA, and the EU.] 



Figure 5: Pre-primary aid remains concentrated among a small number of donors
Share of top five donors to pre-primary education, 2022

Source: Authors’ calculation based on OECD Creditor Reporter System. Accessed February 2024.
Figure 6: The majority of donors spend very low amounts on pre-primary education
Fragmentation of pre-primary ODA, 2022


Source: Authors’ calculation based on OECD Creditor Reporter System. Accessed February 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc130484920]Largest recipients of pre-primary aid
Aid spending to pre-primary education remains concentrated among a small number of recipients. Three countries (Tanzania, Côte d’Ivoire and Türkiye) received over half of all aid to pre-primary education. The top ten recipients of pre-primary education aid received 73% of the total by 2022 (Figure 7a). The geographical location of pre-primary education aid spending has shifted. In 2015, the East Asia & Pacific region received the lion’s share of pre-primary education aid spending overall (47.6%), largely because of the World Bank’s (IDA) support to Vietnam. By 2022 this had moved to sub-Saharan Africa, which received 63.5% of pre-primary education aid. Again, this is largely due to World Bank’s (IDA) support to the region as the World Bank (IDA) is the largest donor in volume terms (Figure 7b). Tanzania was the largest recipient of aid to pre-primary education aid in 2022 and received almost all of its aid for pre-primary education from the World Bank (IDA) (Box 1). This was similarly the case for Côte d'Ivoire, which was the second largest recipient of pre-primary aid in 2022. 
Lower middle-income countries continue to receive the lion's share of donor spending on pre-primary education. The share of pre-primary education aid spent in low-income countries was just 10.9% in 2022, below their share of the pre-primary school age population of 18.2%. The majority of pre-primary aid continues to be spent in lower-middle income countries, which received 68.5% in 2022 but which accounted for 48.4% of the pre-primary school-age population when limiting to aid-recipient countries. This distribution does not represent a progressive universalism approach, which expects greater resources to be provided to those countries most in need. The most recent data from 2020 indicate that the pre-primary education gross enrolment rate in low-income countries is just 20%, compared with 58% in lower-middle income countries. This suggests more needs to be done to expand access to quality pre-primary education in the poorest countries.
Some of the world’s poorest countries receive very little or no aid to pre-primary education. Of the 26 low-income countries, Central African Republic, Liberia, D.P.R. Korea and Yemen received no aid for pre-primary education in 2022. In addition, of the 114 countries receiving aid for pre-primary education, 95 countries received less than $5 per primary school-age child. Among these were Afghanistan, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Sudan and Syria which received less than 20 cents per pre-primary school-aged child. Only 17 countries received more than $5 per child in 2022 of which several were small Pacific Island state (Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Niue, Samoa, Tuvalu, Vanuatu). Other than these countries, Cote d’Ivoire, Gambia, Sao Tome and Principe were amongst the countries receiving more than $5 of aid per child (Figure 8).  
Figure 7: Top recipients, regions, and income groups of pre-primary aid, 2022
a. Recipients

b. [bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Regions


c. Income groups

Source: Authors’ calculation based on OECD Creditor Reporter System. Accessed February 2024.

Figure 8: Pre-primary education aid per capita, 2021
 
            Not an aid recipient            	         No aid			Up to US$1 per child                                
           US$1 to up to US$10 per child               US$10 or more per child              

	Box 1: World Bank (IDA) and UNICEF’s aid spending on pre-primary education follow very different patterns
The prioritisation of pre-primary education within World Bank (IDA) and UNICEF’s education aid budgets has been growing since 2015 and is the highest amongst all donors: In 2015, the amount of education aid that the World Bank (IDA) and UNICEF spent on pre-primary education was 3.0% and 5.5% respectively. By 2022, this had increased dramatically to 18.7% and 6.7% respectively. However, 2022 levels have not recovered to pre Covid-19 levels. In 2020 the share of World Bank (IDA) and UNICEF spending on pre-primary education from their education aid budgets was the highest since records began: 7.4% and 30.1% respectively. While UNICEF spends a markedly large share of its education aid budget to pre-primary education compared to the World Bank (IDA) – in volume terms the World Bank (IDA)’s education aid budget is considerably larger ($2.7 billion) compared to UNICEF ($70.3 million).
World Bank (IDA)’s increasing volumes of aid to pre-primary education has largely driven the large increases in spending to this sub-sector of education: World Bank (IDA) aid spending on pre-primary education has increased from $47.7 million in 2015 to $180.6 million 2022. As a share of total aid to pre-primary education, the World Bank’s share has increased from 43.5% in 2015 to 64% in 2022.




	World Bank (IDA)’s funding for pre-primary education is concentrated among a smaller group of recipients, compared to UNICEF whose aid is spread out across several recipients: In 2022 the World Bank (IDA) spent pre-primary aid in 25 aid recipient countries. The top five recipients (Tanzania, Côte d'Ivoire, Uzbekistan, Ethiopia and Sri Lanka) accounted for more than 80% of World Bank (IDA)’s total aid expenditure on pre-primary education in 2022. World Bank (IDA)’s pre-primary aid expenditure averaged $7.2 million across each of its 25 aid recipients. By comparison, UNICEF’s spending, which is much smaller than the World Bank (IDA), is spread across a much larger number of recipients. In 2022, UNICEF spent pre-primary aid in 79 recipient countries with 41.2% going to its top five recipients (India, Côte d'Ivoire, Uganda, Ethiopia, Mali). UNICEF’s pre-primary aid expenditure averaged $0.17 million across each of its 79 aid recipients. 
UNICEF’s funding to pre-primary aid appears to be better targeted to need compared to the World Bank (IDA), however the World Bank’s targeting has improved since 2022: UNICEF spent 29.8% of its pre-primary aid in low-income countries, compared to the World Bank (IDA) which spent the equivalent of 9.5%. Conversely, the World Bank (IDA) spends 0.5% of its pre-primary aid in upper-middle income countries, compared to UNICEF which spends 13.7% to this group of countries. However, since 2020, the World Bank (IDA) has shifted to prioritising the sub-Saharan African region, with the region accounting for over 80% of its total aid expenditure on pre-primary education. Prior to this, it had spent the majority to the East Asia & Pacific region.
World Bank (IDA)’s spending on pre-primary education accounts for large increases in aid to the sub-sector in recent years 



	Top recipients of World Bank and UNICEF’s aid expenditure on pre-primary education, 2022


Distribution of World Bank (IDA) and UNICEF’s pre-primary aid by income and region, 2022
  





Table 1: Top 35 donors to education, 2022
	 
 
	Ranking by volume
	Pre-primary education aid

	
	Total education aid
	Pre-primary aid
	US$ millions (2021 prices)
	Share of total pre-primary aid (%)
	As a share of total education aid (%)

	UNICEF
	31
	3
	13.1
	4.6
	18.7

	World Bank (IDA)
	3
	1
	180.6
	64.0
	6.7

	Canada
	13
	4
	6.5
	2.3
	2.4

	Qatar
	21
	10
	3.2
	1.1
	2.0

	Sweden
	25
	17
	1.8
	0.6
	1.6

	Spain
	30
	19
	1.2
	0.4
	1.6

	Finland
	34
	21
	0.8
	0.3
	1.3

	EU Institutions
	2
	2
	34.5
	12.2
	1.3

	U.A.E.
	18
	13
	2.6
	0.9
	1.2

	Australia
	16
	14
	2.6
	0.9
	1.1

	Belgium
	24
	18
	1.3
	0.4
	1.1

	Korea
	14
	15
	2.5
	0.9
	1.0

	Germany
	1
	7
	4.1
	1.5
	1.0

	United Kingdom
	10
	9
	3.4
	1.2
	0.7

	Italy
	11
	11
	3.1
	1.1
	0.7

	United States
	6
	5
	4.8
	1.7
	0.4

	Japan
	7
	6
	4.2
	1.5
	0.4

	Switzerland
	20
	23
	0.6
	0.2
	0.3

	Norway
	15
	22
	0.6
	0.2
	0.3

	France
	4
	12
	2.8
	1.0
	0.2

	Poland
	23
	29
	0.1
	0.05
	0.1

	Türkiye
	17
	28
	0.1
	0.05
	0.1

	Portugal
	32
	34
	0.02
	0.01
	0.02

	Saudi Arabia
	5
	27
	0.2
	0.1
	0.02

	Austria
	19
	33
	0.02
	0.01
	0.01

	AsDB
	12
	-
	0
	0
	0

	Denmark
	29
	-
	0
	0
	0

	Hungary
	22
	-
	0
	0
	0

	IMF
	8
	-
	0
	0
	0

	IsDB
	27
	-
	0
	0
	0

	Israel
	33
	-
	0
	0
	0

	Netherlands
	28
	-
	0
	0
	0

	OPEC Fund
	26
	-
	0
	0
	0

	Romania
	35
	-
	0
	0
	0

	UNWRA
	9
	-
	0
	0
	0

	Bilateral
	-
	-
	53.3
	18.9
	0.4 

	Multilateral
	-
	-
	229.0
	81.1
	2.9 

	TOTAL
	-
	-
	282.3
	100.0
	1.4 

	Total G20
	-
	-
	68.9
	24.4
	0.7 


Source: Authors’ calculations based on OECD Creditor Reporter System. Accessed February 2024.
Notes: 
[1] Table has been ordered according to the donors which spend the largest share of their education aid on pre-primary education.
[2] Bilateral donors are in black and multilateral donors are in orange.
[3] The 35 donors in this table are those spending the most on education in volume terms in 2022.
[4] See endnote iii for information on the G20 participants included in the table.
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Table 2: Share of total education aid spent on pre-primary education, 2015 and 2022
	
	Amount spent on pre-primary education (US$ millions, 2021 constant prices)
	Pre-primary education as share of total education aid (%)

	
	2015 (US$ millions)
	2022 (US$ millions)
	Change between 2015 and 2022
	Ranking in 2015
	Ranking in 2022
	2015 (%)
	2022 (%)
	Change between 2015 and 2022
	Ranking in 2015
	Ranking in 2022

	UNICEF
	5.6
	13.1
	▲
	5
	3
	5.5
	18.7
	▲
	2
	1

	World Bank (IDA)
	47.7
	180.6
	▲
	1
	1
	3.0
	6.7
	▲
	4
	2

	Canada
	13.8
	6.5
	▼
	2
	4
	4.6
	2.4
	▼
	3
	3

	Qatar
	0
	3.2
	▲
	-
	9
	0
	2.0
	▲
	-
	4

	Sweden
	0
	1.8
	▲
	-
	15
	0
	1.6
	▲
	-
	5

	Spain
	0.1
	1.2
	▲
	15
	17
	0.2
	1.6
	▲
	14
	6

	Finland
	4.8
	0.8
	▼
	6
	18
	6.6
	1.3
	▼
	1
	7

	EU Institutions
	4.1
	34.5
	▲
	7
	2
	0.8
	1.3
	▲
	11
	8

	U.A.E.
	1.9
	2.6
	▲
	10
	12
	0.3
	1.2
	▲
	12
	9

	Australia
	0.1
	2.6
	▲
	18
	13
	0.02
	1.1
	▲
	18
	10

	Belgium
	2.7
	1.3
	▼
	9
	16
	2.9
	1.1
	▼
	5
	11

	Korea
	5.7
	2.5
	▼
	4
	14
	2.3
	1.0
	▼
	7
	13

	Germany
	7.7
	4.1
	▼
	3
	7
	2.4
	1.0
	▼
	6
	12

	United Kingdom
	0.1
	3.4
	▲
	17
	8
	0.01
	0.7
	▲
	20
	14

	Italy
	1.6
	3.1
	▲
	12
	10
	1.4
	0.7
	▼
	8
	15

	United States
	0
	4.8
	▲
	-
	5
	0
	0.4
	▲
	-
	16

	Japan
	1.4
	4.2
	▲
	13
	6
	0.3
	0.4
	▲
	13
	17

	Switzerland
	0
	0.6
	▲
	-
	20
	0
	0.3
	▲
	-
	18

	Norway
	3.4
	0.6
	▼
	8
	19
	0.9
	0.3
	▼
	9
	19

	France
	1.6
	2.8
	▲
	11
	11
	0.1
	0.2
	▲
	16
	20

	Poland
	0.1
	0.1
	▲
	16
	23
	0.1
	0.1
	▼
	15
	21

	Türkiye
	0
	0.1
	▲
	-
	22
	0
	0.1
	▲
	-
	22

	Portugal
	0.001
	0.02
	▲
	21
	25
	0.003
	0.02
	▲
	21
	23

	Saudi Arabia
	0
	0.2
	▲
	-
	21
	0
	0.02
	▲
	-
	24

	Austria
	0.03
	0.02
	▼
	20
	24
	0.02
	0.01
	▼
	19
	25

	AsDB
	0
	0
	
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	Denmark
	0.9
	0
	▼
	14
	-
	0.9
	0
	▼
	10
	-

	Hungary
	0
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	IMF
	0
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	IsDB
	0
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	Israel
	0
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	Netherlands
	0
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	OPEC Fund
	0
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	Romania
	0.04
	0
	▼
	19
	-
	0.1
	0
	▼
	17
	-

	UNWRA
	0
	0
	-
	-
	-
	00
	0
	
	-
	-

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bilateral
	51.1
	53.3
	▲
	-
	-
	0.5
	0.4
	▼
	-
	-

	Multilateral
	58.5
	229.0
	▲
	-
	-
	1.4
	2.9
	▲
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	109.6
	282.3
	▲
	-
	-
	0.8
	1.4
	▲
	-
	-

	Total G20
	36.1
	68.9
	▲
	-
	-
	0.6
	0.7
	▲
	-
	-


Source: Authors’ calculations based on OECD Creditor Reporter System. Accessed February 2024.

Notes: 
[1] Table has been ordered according to the donors which spend the largest share of their education aid on
[2] Bilateral donors are in black and multilateral donors are in orange.
[3] The 35 donors in this table are those which spend the most on education in volume terms in 2022.
[4] See endnote iii for information on the G20 participants included in the table.
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Table 3: Share of total education aid spent on pre-primary education, 2021 and 2022
	
	Amount spent on pre-primary education (US$ millions, 2021 constant prices)
	Pre-primary education as share of total education aid (%)

	
	2021 (US$ millions)
	2022 (US$ millions)
	Change between 2021 and 2022
	Ranking in 2021
	Ranking in 2022
	2021 (%)
	2022 (%)
	Change between 2021 and 2022
	Ranking in 2021
	Ranking in 2022

	UNICEF
	20.8
	13.1
	▼
	3
	3
	30.0
	18.7
	▼
	1
	1

	World Bank (IDA)
	74.8
	180.6
	▲
	1
	1
	4.0
	6.7
	▲
	4
	2

	Canada
	8.6
	6.5
	▼
	4
	4
	3.1
	2.4
	▼
	6
	3

	Qatar
	1.1
	3.2
	▲
	16
	9
	0.9
	2.0
	▲
	11
	4

	Sweden
	0.2
	1.8
	▲
	22
	15
	0.1
	1.6
	▲
	21
	5

	Spain
	0.8
	1.2
	▲
	19
	17
	1.2
	1.6
	▲
	8
	6

	Finland
	0.5
	0.8
	▲
	20
	18
	0.5
	1.3
	▲
	18
	7

	EU Institutions
	4.8
	34.5
	▲
	7
	2
	0.5
	1.3
	▲
	17
	8

	U.A.E.
	3.5
	2.6
	▼
	10
	12
	3.8
	1.2
	▼
	5
	9

	Australia
	2.3
	2.6
	▲
	13
	13
	1.0
	1.1
	▲
	9
	10

	Belgium
	2.9
	1.3
	▼
	12
	16
	2.4
	1.1
	▼
	7
	11

	Korea
	2.1
	2.5
	▲
	14
	14
	1.0
	1.0
	▼
	10
	13

	Germany
	4.6
	4.1
	▼
	8
	7
	0.8
	1.0
	▲
	12
	12

	United Kingdom
	2.0
	3.4
	▲
	15
	8
	0.3
	0.7
	▲
	19
	14

	Italy
	40.3
	3.1
	▼
	2
	10
	18.8
	0.7
	▼
	2
	15

	United States
	8.4
	4.8
	▼
	5
	5
	0.6
	0.4
	▼
	14
	16

	Japan
	4.4
	4.2
	▼
	9
	6
	0.5
	0.4
	▼
	16
	17

	Switzerland
	1.0
	0.6
	▼
	17
	20
	0.6
	0.3
	▼
	15
	18

	Norway
	1.0
	0.6
	▼
	18
	19
	0.3
	0.3
	▼
	20
	19

	France
	0.4
	2.8
	▲
	21
	11
	0.02
	0.2
	▲
	24
	20

	Poland
	0.1
	0.1
	▲
	24
	23
	0.04
	0.1
	▲
	22
	21

	Türkiye
	3.0
	0.1
	▼
	11
	22
	0.7
	0.1
	▼
	13
	22

	Portugal
	0.00
	0.02
	▲
	25
	25
	0.003
	0.02
	▲
	25
	23

	Saudi Arabia
	0
	0.2
	▲
	-
	21
	0
	0.02
	▲
	-
	24

	Austria
	0.1
	0.02
	▼
	23
	24
	0.04
	0.01
	▼
	23
	25

	AsDB
	0
	0
	
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	Denmark
	0
	0
	
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	Hungary
	6.6
	0
	▼
	6
	-
	5.2
	0
	▼
	3
	-

	IMF
	0
	0
	
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	IsDB
	0
	0
	
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	Israel
	0
	0
	
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	Netherlands
	0
	0
	
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	OPEC Fund
	0
	0
	
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	Romania
	0
	0
	
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	UNWRA
	0
	0
	
	-
	-
	0
	0
	
	-
	-

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bilateral
	100.5
	53.3
	▼
	-
	-
	0.8
	0.4
	▼
	-
	-

	Multilateral
	101.4
	229.0
	▲
	-
	-
	1.9
	2.9
	▲
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	201.9
	282.3
	▲
	-
	-
	1.1
	1.4
	▲
	-
	-

	Total G20
	80.7
	68.9
	▼
	-
	-
	0.9
	0.7
	▼
	-
	-


Source: Authors’ calculations based on OECD Creditor Reporter System. Accessed February 2024.
Note: 
[1] Table has been ordered according to the donors which spend the largest share of their education aid on
[2] Bilateral donors are in black and multilateral donors are in orange.
[3] The 35 donors in this table are those which spend the most on education in volume terms in 2022.
[4] See endnote iii for information on the G20 participants included in the tabl
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Established in 2002 and headquartered in London, United Kingdom with projects and campaigns reaching more than 100 countries around the globe, Theirworld is a UK-registered charity (1092312). Theirworld USA is a registered 501(c)(3) organization in the United States and creates awareness, raises financial resources, and takes action to endthe education crisis in the U.S. and around the world.
Pre-primary education aid	





















2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	44.207338	71.887316999999996	63.612166000000002	75.313839999999999	43.865333999999997	52.664811999999998	71.621504000000002	103.945913	110.68233499999999	81.800798	50.512431999999997	73.419368000000006	107.29364700000001	109.57793700000001	95.851878999999997	77.869946999999996	117.81392	156.76680999999999	223.09788	201.91131799999999	282.305408	
US$ millions (2021 constant prices)



Pre-primary	
2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	4.4207337999999999E-2	7.1887316999999992E-2	6.3612165999999998E-2	7.5313839999999993E-2	4.3865333999999999E-2	5.2664811999999998E-2	7.1621504000000002E-2	0.103945913	0.11068233499999999	8.1800797999999994E-2	5.0512431999999996E-2	7.3419368000000013E-2	0.10729364700000001	0.109577937	9.5851879000000001E-2	7.7869946999999995E-2	0.11781392	0.15676680999999998	0.22309788	0.20191131800000001	0.28230540799999998	Primary	
2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	2.8366121729000002	3.1728591506999995	3.5122994751000003	4.0784391520999996	4.4423063288999991	5.0773466564999996	5.0810672314000005	5.9228477136000004	6.2165668957999998	5.9450390725000002	5.3784216437999994	5.5959687158999998	5.3242394501999986	5.7868422712000003	6.820721067	6.5067400264000002	6.8850931467000001	6.2947313629999995	7.4546858898999995	6.7074558428999991	7.6742146021999993	Sscondary	
2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	1.0179917494500001	1.1121926288499999	1.29157042505	1.22424719805	1.6190657259500001	1.9345919467499999	1.9713932927	2.5494686443000001	2.4594456914	2.2345893487499997	2.3147017119000002	2.8007953779499997	2.7839975510999997	2.5515909965999999	2.947777796	2.9571924411999997	3.1559705178499997	3.372021551	3.9751460809500005	3.77060595345	4.5150086181000004	Higher	
2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	2.5661799234500005	4.2116389878500007	4.03583795605	4.4959886490500001	4.89451938795	5.1108171567500005	4.8215761177000003	5.5076406882999995	5.5876090753999996	5.4436564337500002	5.2424432859000003	5.3004513829500004	4.9474084521000004	5.2964919326000004	5.6406858460000002	5.8435930542000003	6.5164717698500008	6.9044870410000003	7.4253033859499995	7.1625928194500004	8.1106262911000009	
2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	6.4649911838000005	8.5685780843999986	8.9033200221999991	9.873988839199999	10.9997567768	12.175420572	11.945658145800001	14.0839029592	14.374303997599998	13.705085652999999	12.986079073599999	13.7706348448	13.162939100399999	13.744503137400001	15.505036587999999	15.385395468799999	16.675349354400002	16.728006765	19.078233236799999	17.8425659338	20.582154919400001	
US millions, 2021 constant prices




2021

2021	










Pre-primary education	Life skills education	Primary education	School feeding	Secondary education	Vocational education	Higher education (in recipient country)	Higher education (in donor country)	Not sub-sector specific	GBS to education	201.91131799999999	312.764522	2785.442849	285.49952000000002	928.0856839999999	1249.0523169999999	1245.7728800000004	4277.7476379999998	3772.9114840000002	2783.3777218	
2022

2022	










Pre-primary education	Life skills education	Primary education	School feeding	Secondary education	Vocational education	Higher education (in recipient country)	Higher education (in donor country)	Not sub-sector specific	GBS to education	282.305408	320.658568	2810.9516180000001	262.72919300000001	1031.286425	1494.9752619999999	1399.0136540000003	4622.071919	4141.0550499999999	4217.1078224000003	


2021	
Austria	Saudi Arabia	Portugal	Türkiye	Poland	France	Norway	Switzerland	Japan	United States	Italy	United Kingdom	Germany	Korea	Belgium	Australia	U.A.E.	EU Institutions	Finland	Spain	Sweden	Qatar	Canada	World Bank (IDA)	UNICEF	3.8760473225998869E-2	0	3.0985847647191402E-3	0.7252073117270903	4.38373156649111E-2	2.4798751119401819E-2	0.27351917112694879	0.6222806756760878	0.51582065811745104	0.63345957807510078	18.766225425162567	0.3126743634354584	0.81575784998969592	0.98573557578769122	2.4486461233320758	0.99928900242817387	3.8148952850961857	0.51474931940235269	0.47602928303026776	1.1661208989725731	0.11898623703847401	0.85955512506267984	3.075914317340279	3.9982518190621477	30.047199087772981	2022	
Austria	Saudi Arabia	Portugal	Türkiye	Poland	France	Norway	Switzerland	Japan	United States	Italy	United Kingdom	Germany	Korea	Belgium	Australia	U.A.E.	EU Institutions	Finland	Spain	Sweden	Qatar	Canada	World Bank (IDA)	UNICEF	1.0429271876836616E-2	1.6076365511311218E-2	2.1899363587829086E-2	6.3348122957733982E-2	9.7654004991162294E-2	0.16527159817159651	0.26350756042498713	0.34892038296725558	0.38075498881150338	0.4071648524715879	0.69508783757853743	0.72902312725275298	0.99832182229195821	0.9525525852149983	1.0504963895155726	1.1101927273153374	1.1583763746861324	1.2983603917409325	1.3182801759420906	1.6112578738714436	1.6244297464155129	2.0162224454152042	2.4016086693149892	6.7391346054256074	18.682393516423865	
Share of total education aid to pre-primary education (%)




World Bank (IDA)	[SERIES NAME], [VALUE]


2021	180.56424200000001	EU Institutions	[SERIES NAME], [VALUE]

2021	34.492432999999998	UNICEF	[SERIES NAME], [VALUE]

2021	13.127147000000001	Canada	[SERIES NAME], [VALUE]


2021	6.5303050000000002	United States	[SERIES NAME], [VALUE]

2021	4.8176519999999998	All other donors (29)	[SERIES NAME], [VALUE]

2021	42.773629000000042	US$ millions (2021 constant prices) 



2021	




Less than US$1 million	US$1 million to less than US$2 million	US$2 million to less than US$5 million	US$5 million or more	15	3	12	4	
Top recipients in 2022	







Tanzania	Côte d'Ivoire	Türkiye	Uzbekistan	Ethiopia	Ghana	Sri Lanka	Cameroon	Senegal	Mali	All other recipients	65.139724999999999	54.912951	31.418202999999998	13.273612	12.732029000000001	8.1220590000000001	7.7365029999999999	4.950583	4.1310539999999998	3.7768250000000001	76.111863999999997	

Sub-Saharan Africa	
Region	63.458850565129808	Europe	
Region	19.721715001648146	South Asia	
Region	5.6037382039808463	East Asia 	&	 Pacific	
Region	5.1441979460768952	Latin America 	&	 the Caribban	
Region	3.1017861336896528	Middle East 	&	 North Africa	
Region	1.7924013697959338	Unspecified	
Region	3.3236119999999998	Share of total pre-primary aid in 2022 (%)




Low income	
Region	10.88458319579907	Lower middle income	
Region	68.463104681296088	Upper middle income	
Region	16.232488539504004	High income	
Region	0.38790649026461443	Unspecified	
Region	4.0319170931362391	Share of total pre-primary aid in 2022 (%)




World Bank	2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	29.992211000000001	29.674018	39.964595000000003	47.228785000000002	22.84761	21.233118999999999	21.832846	29.834005999999999	43.607377999999997	16.716850999999998	16.207857000000001	31.199850999999999	51.865004999999996	47.694524000000001	39.100884000000001	17.872067999999999	26.264047000000001	65.312759	130.59530799999999	74.779514000000006	180.56424200000001	Total pre-primary aid 	2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	44.207338	71.887316999999996	63.612166000000002	75.313839999999999	43.865333999999997	52.664811999999998	71.621504000000002	103.945913	110.68233499999999	81.800798	50.512432000000004	73.419367999999992	107.29364699999999	109.57793700000002	95.851878999999997	77.869946999999996	117.81392	156.76680999999999	223.09788	201.91131800000002	282.30540800000006	Total pre-primary aid (excl. World Bank)	2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	14.215126999999999	42.213298999999992	23.647570999999999	28.085054999999997	21.017723999999998	31.431692999999999	49.788657999999998	74.111907000000002	67.074956999999998	65.083946999999995	34.304575	42.219516999999996	55.428641999999996	61.883413000000019	56.750994999999996	59.997878999999998	91.549872999999991	91.454050999999993	92.502572000000015	127.13180400000002	101.74116600000005	
US$ millions (2021 constant prices)




World Bank

World Bank	




Tanzania	Côte d'Ivoire	Uzbekistan	Ethiopia	Sri Lanka	All other recipients	63.422851999999999	53.322417000000002	12.311821	9.9834510000000005	7.6717089999999999	33.851991999999996	

UNICEF

UNICEF	








India	Côte d'Ivoire	Uganda	Ethiopia 	Mali	All other recipients	1.9681930000000001	1.3138540000000001	0.77961599999999998	0.76615599999999995	0.57772299999999999	7.7216050000000012	

Sub-Saharan Africa	
World Bank	UNICEF	82.525937222941408	46.320681866364424	South Asia	
World Bank	UNICEF	6.3885893863747416	18.558259460338185	Europe	
World Bank	UNICEF	9.5376226263005091	7.6188756018348851	East Asia 	&	 Pacific	

World Bank	UNICEF	0.97155448973113989	6.6330025861674287	All other	
World Bank	UNICEF	0.57629627465220945	20.86918048529509	Share of total aid (%)





Low income	
World Bank	UNICEF	9.5337231831316842	29.765774695750718	Lower middle income	
World Bank	UNICEF	89.81863917441639	46.036743551359642	Upper middle income	

World Bank	UNICEF	0.4822937201486438	13.668255562309161	High income	


World Bank	UNICEF	0.16534392230328748	2.3187978316994542	Share of total aid (%)
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